
September, 1927 MISCELLANY 399

miclders have been sent you regarding the enclosed
statement.

If your circumstances have made it impossible for
you to pay the amount due, kindly write us promptly
to that effect. Our office will then endeavor to extend
all possible courtesies.
You appreciate, we are sure, that physicians, like

other citizens, must pay their bills promptly. They
can only do so, however, when their own clients in
turn pay them promptly for such professional services
as may have been rendered.
A check to cover your account, which is now con-

siderably overdue, will be appreciated.

Seventh Statement
With the seventh statement goes a similar card, on

which is printed:
Final Notice

In practically all businesses the custom which is
generally followed with overdue accounts is to send
such to a collecting agency.
Our bookkeeper has nothing in the records of the

office to show when you intend to pay the enclosed
account. Perhaps the previous statements and re-
minders may have been overlooked or ignored.

Following the rule of this office, this overdue ac-
count will be sent to the collecting agency within ten
days if arrangements for its settlement are not made
prior to that time.

This collection bureau'method is disagreeable to us;
and we believe, also to you. By promptly sending
your check all this can be avoided.
When an account is sent to the collecting agency

that organization takes full charge of it thereafter.
* * *

When the above series of statements have been
sent, and the patient has not been heard from, it may
be assumed that it is a very proper account for a
collecting agency and is forwarded to one such.

All collecting agencies have their own methods, but
they nearly always make it somewhat disagreeable
if the person owing the money does not pay. Patients
who do not pay are undesirable patients in private
offices, and should not be permitted to rob physicians
of time and energy. On the other hand patients some-
times are treated who suffer from temporary finan-
cial embarrassment, and such patients should have an
opportunity to liquidate their indebtedness without
undue hardship. The plan above devised, when used
as a routine system, works to good advantage for both
classes of patients. The number of accounts which go
to the collecting agency is not very great, and the
elimination of the undesirable patients is quite effec-
tive. A slip is usually clipped to the history card on
which are noted the dates on which the statements
were sent out.

REIADERS' FORUM
Poliomyelitis in California- A letter from the

director of the State Board of Health.
August 4, 1927.

To the Editors:
There is an epidemic of poliomyelitis in California

at this time, and many physicians have asked for con-
valescent serum for the treatment of cases of polio-
myelitis. Since experienced observers feel that better
results are obtained with the use of pooled convales-
cent sera, it seems advisable to provide a means of
collecting and distributing this serum through a cen-
tral station where the blood will be tested and pooled.

Dr. K. F. Meyer of the University of California
Medical School, San Francisco, is willing to supply
sterile containers for the collection of blood from
patients convalescing from poliomyelitis whose tem-
peratures have returned to normal.
We ask your cooperation. Requests for the sterile

containers may be sent to the Division of Epidemi-

ology, State Department of Public Health, Berkeley,
or directly to Dr. K. F. Meyer. Whenever any phy-
sician in your locality wishes convalescent serum,
there will be available for him as much serum as may
be on hand at that time. The amount of blood avail-
able for treatment of cases will depend upon the
amount which can be collected. For this reason we
urge your cooperation. From fifty to one hundred
cubic centimeters of blood from a patient is desired.
Inasmuch as the sera are to be pooled, smaller quan-
tities will be appreciated.

Yours very truly,
WALTER M. DICKIE, M. D.,

Director.

CALIFORNIA BOARD OF
MEDICAL EXAMINERS

By C. B. PINKHAM, Secretary
The 1927 directory published by the Board of Medi-

cal Examiners, recently distributed, contains consider-
able interesting information showing that there is a
total of 9745 licensed practitioners whose certificates
under the Medical Act are in good standing. Of this
group 8238 licentiates are located in California and
are divided into 7699 physicians and surgeons; 45
naturopaths; 134 drugless practitioners; 243 chiropo-
dists, and 117 midwives. There is also printed a sur-
vey of the various cities and towns in California
where an occupational tax or ordinance is in effect.

The 1927 amendments to the Medical Practice Act
became effective July 29. Attention is drawn to the
prohibition of the ambulatory treatment of narcotic
addicts provided in the amendment to Section 14. The
reciprocity feature of the law has been changed to
require an oral examination on an application based
upon a license issued by a sister state which is dated
ten or more years before the filing of the application
in California. In other words, direct reciprocity is
available only to those who have been licensed in
another state within a ten-year period of the filing
of the application in California.

At the meeting of the Board of Medical Examiners
held in San Francisco, June 28, 1927, the reciprocity
license heretofore issued to Walter R. Anderson,
M. D., of Portland, Oregon, entitling him to practice
as a physician and surgeon in the state of California,
was revoked.

The organization of a new university is forecast in
an article published in the Los Angeles Examiner of
July 23, 1927, relating that an International tUniver-
sity of Astrology in southern California will be the
outgrowth of the first convention of the National
Astrological Association. "'We are out to stop the
fakir,' A. B. Hasting said yesterday. 'We must stop
them. Astrology is a dignified science and must be
put on the same basis as medicine, law, and other
sciences.' . . . The principal speaker last night was
Dr. John H. DeQuer, osteopath, who spoke on 'As-
trology as Light on Obscure Medical Cases."' The
records show that John H. DeQuer was reported to
have paid a fine of $100 in the municipal court in Los
Angeles on February 17, 1926, the prosecution being
conducted by the Board of Osteopathic Examiners.

J. E. Baker, M. D., reported as having been arrested
in Corona May 10, 1927, and thereafter having been
sentenced to a $200 fine and twenty days in jail for
violation of the state poison law, has been cited to
appear before the Board of Medical Examiners at
the October, 1927, meeting to show cause why his
license as a physician and surgeon in the state of
California should not be revoked.

According to the San Francisco Bulletin of July 20
1927, Dr. Adalbert B. Berk, New York skin specialist,
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died in the Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, of a heart
attack on July 18.

Following a trial in which defense evidence was
introduced to show the defendant had been made the
victim of a "spite" move by police, a jury in the court
of Municipal Judge Ambrose today acquitted Dr.
Fred J. Barnet, Los Angeles physician, who was
charged with possessing and selling intoxicating
liquor. . . .-Los Angeles Herald, May 27, 1927.

According to the report of our Special Agent
Carter, William E. Brown, D. C., licensed as a drug-
less practitioner, and also licensed under the Chiro-
practic Board, was arrested on July 28, 1927, in Los
Angeles, charged with violation of the Medical Prac-
tice Act, it being alleged that he not only performed
operations, but also wrote prescriptions for medi-
cines. He is reported to have pleaded guilty and to
have been released on $250 cash bail.

An alleged stock swindling scheme in which promi-
nent Modesto business men are reported to have been
mulcted out of $54,000 is laid to W. D. Cowan, secre-
tary of a hospital association, according to the war-
rant for his arrest issued here today. . . In addition
to the charge of obtaining money under false pre-
tenses, Cowan will also face charges of practicing
medicine without a license, Harry G. Henderson, rep-
resentative of the State Board of Medical Examiners,
announced here today. . . .-Press dispatch dated
Modesto, June 14, in the San Francisco Examiner of
June 15, 1927.

The State Industrial Accident Commission today
appointed Dr. Michael Creamer assistant state medi-
cal director. . . His appointment was made possible
by the recent death of Dr. H. E. Southworth, who
held the position for many years. The duties of the
office consist of advising the Industrial Accident Com-
mission on the difficult medical questions in the cases
that come before that body.-Los Angeles Express,
May 27, 1927.

A recent decision handed down by the Second Dis-
trict Court of Appeals to the effect that in counties
having the new municipal courts, said courts have
exclusive jurisdiction not only in the city, but in the
entire county, in all civil cases involving less than
$1000 and in all criminal misdemeanors, adds more
difficulties to the enforcement of law, particularly the
Medical Practice Act.

According to the report of our Special Agent
Carter, Cora L. Compton, said to be a Chirosthesian,
and advertising herself as a "vibro-therapist," was
recently charged with violation of the Medical Prac-
tice Act in Pasadena, it being alleged that for six
months she treated a patient for tumor, saying that
she could dissolve the tumor by magnetic vibra-
tion. It is further related that "she stated to patients
that she belonged to an organization and paid money
every year for protection"-evidently referring to the
Chirosthesian Church.

The act regulating the practice of dentistry in Cali-
fornia has been strengthened by a bill introduced by
Senator Inman of Sacramento, and signed by Gov-
ernor Young, which increases the penalties for fraud
in connection with dental certificates and other law
violations by dentists. The law makes it a prison
offense to sell, alter, or counterfeit a dental degree
or diploma, according to the San Francisco Examiner
of May 24, 1927.

-A citation has been issued calling Carleton W.
Faull, M. D., before the Board of Medical Examiners
at the October, 1927, meeting to show cause why his
license to practice in the state of California should
not be revoked. It is necessary for the board to serve

the citation by publication, inasmuch as following
Doctor Faull's reported activities with two street
fakirs at 1006 Broadway, Oakland, and their nostrums
called "Zan" and "Arlo Balm," he disappeared, since
which time his whereabouts have not been known.

A citation has been issued calling Homer J. Flinn,
M. D., before the board at the October, 1927, meeting
to show cause why his license to practice in the state
of California should not be revoked based upon the
record of conviction of violation of the Harrison Nar-
cotic Act; also, incarceration in the state penitentiary
at Walla Walla, Washington, on a charge of grand
larceny, to wit, issuing fraudulent checks. Doctor
Flinn formerly practiced in Los Angeles, Calexico,
and Oakland, California.

Dr. W. W. Fitzgerald, a prominent physician of
Stockton until a decade ago, was adjudged entitled
to receive benefits from the Globe Indemnity Com-
pany of New York as the result of total disability,
by the Third District Court of Appeal in an opinion
handed down today. Following an attack of influenza
Doctor Fitzgerald contracted chronic nephritis and
was forced to retire from active practice in his pro-
fession in 1918. The insurance company paid him
benefits at the rate of $50 per week until 1922, at
which time it refused further payments. Thereupon
Doctor Fitzgerald brought suit to continue the bene-
fits. . . .-Sacramento Bee, August 3, 1927.

Dr. Davis Grisso's fight for restoration of his license
to practice in California had been lost today when
the District Court of Appeals upheld the Superior
Court of Alameda County in refusing to review the
case. Doctor Grisso lost his license after the coroner's
jury declared him guilty in the death of Mrs. Theresa
Soares, wife of an Oakland truck driver. He was
freed of the death charge when the husband refused
to prosecute, according to the Oakland Tribune of
June 22, 1927. The records of the Board of Medical
Examiners show that the license of Doctor Grisso
was revoked October 18, 1923, since which time by a
series of court actions he has endeavored to have the
revocation set aside. Various entries regarding this
case have been published in "News Items."

Assistant District Attorney E. S. Mitchell this
afternoon dropped a bombshell into the defense of
the trial of Dr. J. A. Hadley when he produced a
couple of books of canceled narcotic prescriptions of
Dr. J. A. Hadley filled by one drug store in Arcata
showing that in the year from April, 1926, to April,
1927, Doctor Hadley had given out 586 prescriptions
known in the profession as "44" especially for women,
and in all, the diagnosis which the law requires to be
shown on prescriptions containing narcotics is given
as uterine troubles. . . In a cupboard in Doctor
Hadley's office had been found 150 of the same pre-
scriptions.-Eureka Standard, July 1, 1927.

Dr. James A. Hadley was acquitted of the charge
of murder against him at midnight last night on the
fifth ballot taken by the jury. The first poll stood
ten to two for acquittal, and the second and third
ballots showed no change. One of the two for convic-
tion switched to acquittal on the fourth ballot, the vote
standing eleven to one. The fifth ballot taken at mid-
night showed a unanimous vote for acquittal. ...
Eureka Standard, July 9, 1927.

Having served approximately a year at Leaven-
worth Penitentiary for alleged plotting against his
estranged wife by sending her poisoned candy through
the mail, Dr. Franklin E. Kerr, former Garden Grove
physician, has appealed to President Coolidge for
clemen-cy, it was learned here today. .-Santa Ana
Register, July 21, 1927.

The State Board of Medical Examiners restored
the license to practice medicine to Charles R. Knox,
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seventy-year-old physician of Los Angeles yesterday,
with the warning that five years' probation would be
given him to prove his ability to obey the state laws
regulating medicine. Knox's license was taken away
from him after he allowed "Gypsy Dan," vendor of
patent medicine to use his name and license.-San
Francisco Chronicle, July 1, 1927.

At a regular meeting of the Board of Medical Ex-
aminers held in San Francisco, June 28, 1927, the
license heretofore issued to Frederick K. Lord, M. D.,
entitling him to practice as a physician and surgeon
in the state of California was revoked on a charge of
continuing to practice following the action of the
board on March 9, 1926, suspending Doctor Lord's
license for a period of one year.

The local office of the justice of the peace has re-
ceived a letter from police officials of Honolulu seek-
ing information about a man by the name of Doctor
McAdory, who it was claimed was tried in the Bur-
bank Justice Court in 1926 on the charage of selling
narcotics. The doctor is being tried on a similar
charge in Honolulu, and the prosecution is desirous
of getting as much of his past history from the stand-
point of his narcotic-selling proclivities as possible
(Burbank Review, June 18, 1927). Dr. Robert J. Mc-
Adory's license to practice as a physician and surgeon
in the state of California was revoked July 15, 1926,
based upon his narcotic record. "News Items," May,
1926, page 676; August, 1926, page 248.

Dr. B. F. McElroy, widely known San Francisco
physician and surgeon, was yesterday appointed medi-
cal director of the Market Street Railway Company.-
San Francisco Chronicle, July 7, 1927.

A recent report to the Board of Medical Examiners
relates that an individual named S. D. Malchenson,
alleged to be a licensed physician and surgeon of
Cumberland, Maryland, recently was reported as ob-
taining a considerable sum of money from Mollie
Newkrug, licensed chiropractor, for the purpose of
filing an application for a license to practice in Cali-
fornia and equipping his office. Information from
Maryland relates that this individual is not a physi-
cian and surgeon, nor is he licensed in that state, but
is reported by the chief of police of Cumberland,
Maryland, to be a physiognomist.

According to the report of our Special Agent
Carter, M. E. Melle recently pleaded guilty to a
charge of violating the Medical Practice Act in Los
Angeles and was given a sentence of sixty days in
the county jail, suspended for two years on condition
that he does not violate the Medical Practice Act
during the time of probation. He claims to be a
licensed physician in Canada, and according to reports
was last year fined $50 for practicing chiropody in
Seattle without a license. His method of procedure
is unique, it being claimed that he removes corns by
placing on the foot some salve which he prepares by
inserting small pieces of violin string, later taking the
salve off the foot, showing the violin strings to the
patient, and claiming them to be the roots of the corn

removed, charging, it is alleged, as high as $18 per

foot treated in some cases.

According to the San Francisco Chronicle of July 9,
1927, Isadore S. Millstone, a sixty-eight-year-old phy-
sician and surgeon of Cleveland, Ohio, seeking to im-
prove his health, is alleged to have walked from
Cleveland to Los Angeles.

Adele Millar, whose beauty specialist advertise-
ments are well known to the readers of the front
page of our Sunday paper advertisement section, was
recently reported to have pleaded guilty in Los An-
geles to a charge of violation of the Medical Practice

Act and sentenced to pay a fine of $100 or serve sixty
days in the city jail, said sentence being suspended
for a period of two years on condition that she does
not violate the State Medical Practice Act during that
period.

Dr. Robert C. Montgomery, physician of San Juan
Capistrano, who was indicted by the San Diego
County grand jury several weeks ago on a charge of
perjury, will not have to stand trial in the Superior
Court, it was decided yesterday, when on motion of
the district attorney the case against the physician
was ordered dismissed and stricken from the records.
Bond made by Doctor Montgomery after he had been
detained in jail for almost two days was declared
exonerated. . . .-San Diego Union, July 3, 1927.

According to the San Francisco Chronicle of July
10, 1927, Dr. Eldridge Roy Morlan has filed suit in
the Superior Court against the Board of Medical Ex-
aminers to restore his license revoked by the board
June 28 following the hearing based upon alleged
illegal operations. Doctor Morlan asserted he has a
number of cases that he alone is familiar with and
that his advice is needed; that the decision of the
state board was based upon insufficient evidence, and
that he was not given ample opportunity to answer
the charges. The records show that a citation was
originally issued in December of 1926; hence, Doctor
Morland had the period from that date until June 28
in which to prepare his defense.

According to the San Francisco Bulletin of July 25,
1927, depositions of Los Angeles passengers on the
Panama-Pacific liner Venezuela were to be taken to
substantiate the theory that Dr. Stewart Phelps, a
passenger, had met accidental death which caused his
disappearance from the steamer, June 29, 1927.

Burton C. Platt, referred to as a "dietic phil-
osopher," recently was reported to have pleaded guilty
in Riverside on the charge of violation of the Medical
Act and sentenced to pay a fine of $250, which sen-
tence was suspended on condition that he does not
again violate the Medical Practice Act in Riverside
County for a period of two years. Previous "News
Items," Vol. 26, page 387.

The reciprocity application of Matthew Gault Platt
was denied by the Board of Medical Examiners fol-
lowing his plea of guilty to a charge of violating the
Medical Practice Act, the report showing that Doctor
Platt had been given a sixty-day jail sentence by
Judge Frank G. Swain of Los Angeles which was
suspended for two years on condition that he refrain
from any infraction of the medical laws in this state.

Alanson M. Pond, M. D., was found guilty follow-
ing a hearing by the Board of Medical Examiners
June 29, 1927, and the imposition of penalty was de-
ferred until the October meeting. Previous articles
in Vol. 26, pages 387 and 540.

Failure to report a case of contagious disease to the
city authorities caused Drs. Carl Schultz, 0. M. Rich-
ardson, and S. F. Sullivan $100 each when they ap-
peared before Municipal Judge Frederickson today
. . .(Hollywood News, June 16, 1927). The records of
the Board of Medical Examiners show Doctor
Schultz, licensed naturopath, while Doctors Richard-
son and Sullivan are reported as graduates of chiro-
practic schools.

Dr. Woodruff Sheppard, Pasadena surgeon, yester-
day addressed the delegates to the First National
Astrological Association in session in the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce auditorium on the subject of
"Surgical Cases with Astrological Associations." "A
patient should never be operated upon when the part
affected is under the moon in that period," the speaker
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declared. "If such a situation exists, the patient will
have trouble in recovery, but if the operation is with-
held until the danger period passes, astrologically
speaking, chances are that recovery will be rapid"
(Los Angeles Examiner, July 22, 1927). There is no

record of an individual named Woodruff Sheppard
licensed under the Medical Practice Act.

F. S. Shinozaki, who pleaded guilty Monday to
practicing medicine in Vacaville without a state
license, was fined $100 yesterday by Judge Edward
Butler, but released on probation on condition that
he would not within two years practice medicine
within this state. Shinozaki has had offices in Vaca-
ville, where he has been dealing in some sort of heal-
ing in violation of the Medical Act.-Sacramento Bee,
July 28, 1927.

Dr. William B. Shore returned from San Francisco
this morning where he was put on a year's probation
by the Board of Medical Examiners for his convic-
tion here in January on a charge of selling liquor.
The board found him guilty of "moral turpitude."
Doctor Shore will resume his practice here (Ventura
Post, July 1, 1927). Doctor Shore has evidently left
Ventura, as inquiries have come to the board as to his
present whereabouts.

The result of an alleged illegal operation brought
Mrs. Martha Signor of Santa Monica into Judge
Albert Lee Stephen's court for arraignment on the
charge of murdering Mrs. Snyda Rangel, 30. Mrs.
Rangel died after the operation was performed by
Mrs. Signor, a nurse, it is charged. .-Los Angeles
Recorder, July 11, 1927.

Special Agent Carter relates the recent arrest in
Los Angeles of William Marcus Simpson, who calls
himself the "king of drugless physicians," on a charge
of violation of the Medical Practice Act, the com-

plaining witness relating that Simpson had charged
him $10 for a treatment which consisted of run-

ning his hands up and down on each side of the
patient. Mr. Carter relates "the recent conviction and
fine of this 'king of drugless physicians,' as he terms
himself, evidently was of little effect, and if we suc-

ceed in apprehending him this time will endeavor to
obtain a straight jail sentence for him."

At the June meeting the Board of Medical Exam-
iners restored the license of Clark S. Smith and
placed him on probation for a period of five years.

Mystery continued yesterday to shroud the strange
disappearance of Charles Stein, Bellflower physician,
who has not been seen since Friday at 2 p. m., when
he left his office to attend a patient. .-Los Angeles
Times, June 26, 1927.

The felony trial of Dr. Walter J. Sullivan, Holly-
wood physician, involved in the Raymond-Kelly-
Mackaye fatal love triangle, yesterday was under two
months' delay. ...-Los Angeles Examiner, July 27,
1927.

Dr. P. M. Thomas, well known as a ship's surgeon
here, was held in jail in Sacramento today accused
of passing a $100 bogus check on the Sacramento
Hotel. He lives at 405 Taylor Street.-San Francisco
Bulletin, July 6, 1927.

Phillip Thomas, claiming to be a physician of 2533
Van Ness Avenue, was held by police today on a
charge of larceny. Police searching guests at an Ellis
Street restaurant found an earring of Marguerite
Gallagher, 1423 Sacramento Street, in his possession.

It had been in her purse a few moments earlier-
San Francisco Bulletin, July 22, 1927.

On June 28, 1927, the Board of Medical Examiners
found Irving L. Ward, M. D., guilty following a hear-
ing of charges of habitual intemperance, and placed
him on five years' probation. Doctor Ward was called
before the board on a similar charge in October, 1919.

Dr. Darrington Weaver, colored physician, witness
at the trial of M. B. Sheffield, was exonerated today
of a contempt of court charge. The complaint was
brought against Doctor Weaver because he failed
to appear when subpoenaed as a defense witness.
Doctor Weaver explained he had been unable for
financial reasons to make the trip back to Los Angeles
after he had gone back to San Francisco to obtain
additional witnesses.-Los Angeles Record, July 27,
1927.

On June 28, 1927, Walter L. Wentzel, M. D., was
found guilty following the hearing of charges based
upon his narcotic record, and the imposition of penalty
was deferred to the October meeting.

Attention of the board having been called to the
recent advertisement in one of our San Francisco
papers relating that F. 0. Westfall was conducting
medical baths, vibrating and magno-treatments at 212
Leavenworth Street, an investigation was made dis-
closing that although the licensed F. 0. Westfall was
a man, the individual using his name at the address
given was a woman who, according to the report of
our investigator, claimed to be a graduate of North-
western University Medical School and to have been
licensed in California by written examination. Fol-
lowing her arrest on a charge of violation of the
Medical Practice Act, she admitted that the name
used by her was fictitious.

An individual posing as Dr. C. C. Wood has re-
cently been reported as writing bad checks on the
Southwestern Trust and Savings Bank of Los An-
geles. He is described as a fluent talker, gives the
appearance of having been dissipating heavily, black
hair, uses medical terms fluently, weight about 145,
height about five feet seven. His identity has not as
yet been established.

Dr. Maud Wilde, well-known children's specialist
of Los Angeles, will hold conferences with mothers
all day Friday, June 24, at Educational Center, Bards-
dale . . . (Santa Paula Chronicle, June 22, 1927). The
records of the Board of Medical Examiners do not
show anyone by the name of "Dr. Maud Wilde"
licensed to practice in the state of California.

On June 28, 1927, the Board of Medical Examiners
revoked the license of Willie E. Williams of Los
Angeles, following a hearing based upon a charge of
alleged illegal operation.

Landscape Development Is Planned at U. C. L. A.-
Landscape development plans for the new Westwood site
of the University of California at Los Angeles are rapidly
assuming definite form through the activities of Prof.
John W. Gregg, landscape architect, at present a member
of the Summer Session faculty at Los Angeles.

Professor Gregg, who is head of the division of land-
scape design at the University of California at the pres-
ent time is engaged in drafting plans for the subdivision
of approximately eighty-five acres of land on the new
campus which is to be developed as a faculty residential
community.
The character of this eighty-five-acre tract and its

location in relation to the rest of the campus and sur-
rounding territory will make it possible, he says, to
develop it into a beautiful home site for members of the
U. C. L. A. faculty.-U. C. Clip Sheet.
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